Zechariah 9:9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king 1s coming to you;

He 1s just and endowed with salvation,
Humble, and mounted on a donkey,
Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

The prophet breaks forth into a joyful representation of the coming
of the Messiah, of whom the ancient Jews explained this prophecy.
He took the character of their King, when he entered Jerusalem
amidst the hosannas of the multitude. But his kingdom 1s a spiritual
kingdom. It shall not be advanced by outward force or carnal
weapons. His gospel shall be preached to the world, and be received
among the heathen. A sinful state 1s a state of bondage; it 1s a pit, or
dungeon, in which there 1s no water, no comfort; and we are all by
nature prisoners in this pit. Through the precious blood of Christ,
many prisoners of Satan have been set at liberty from the horrible
pit in which they must otherwise have perished, without hope or
comfort. While we admire Him, let us seek that his holiness and
truth may be shown in our own spirits and conduct. These promises
have accomplishment in the spiritual blessings of the gospel which
we enjoy by Jesus Christ. As the deliverance of the Jews was typical
of redemption by Christ, so this imnvitation speaks to all the language
of the gospel call. Sinners are prisoners, but prisoners of hope; their
case 1s sad, but not desperate; for there 1s hope n Israel concerning
them. Christ 1s a Strong-hold, a strong Tower, in whom believers
are safe from the fear of the wrath of God, the curse of the law, and
the assaults of spiritual enemies. To him we must turn with lively
faith; to him we must flee, and trust in his name under all trials and
sufferings. It 1s here promised that the Lord would deliver his

people. - Matthew Henry, MHCC



